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1.2 ProQuest Platform Thesaurus
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Notes:

Welcome to the seventh learning module for the ProQuest Platform, entitled “ProQuest Platform Thesaurus”.    To begin, click on the START COURSE button. 
1.3 Objectives
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Notes:

The learning objectives for this session are

Use Thesaurus options to locate relevant search terms

Apply terms from the ProQuest Thesaurus to a search

Evaluate and use the discipline-specific thesauri available in select ProQuest database collections.
1.4 Accessing the Thesaurus
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Notes:

You may access the thesaurus from any ProQuest platform database, such as ProQuest One Academic, by first selecting Advanced Search. From there, click the menu option for Thesaurus.

Depending upon the ProQuest collections at your institution, you may see ProQuest’s main thesaurus as well as other discipline-specific thesauri, such as the MeSH thesaurus. Select the thesaurus that will best match your search needs. 
Thesaurus Choices (Slide Layer)
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1.5 ProQuest Thesaurus
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Notes:

The ProQuest Thesaurus contains terminology that may be found across many ProQuest subject databases, such as Consumer Health Database, Entrepreneurship Database, or Agricultural Science Database, as well as multidisciplinary collections like ProQuest central.

Once in the ProQuest Thesaurus, a convenient Browse Terms menu is available for finding entries alphanumerically. You may find specific terms either by typing entries that contain words, or phrases that begin with a word or words, then click Find. 

This example shows a search for terms containing the word “Ecosystems”. A list of Subject term entries is shown, along with options. 
Subject Terms for Ecosystems (Slide Layer)
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1.6 ProQuest Thesaurus
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Notes:

Notice that all the available terms except ‘Freshwater ecosystems’ contain a selection box. This is true because ‘Freshwater ecosystems’ is not part of the controlled vocabulary in the thesaurus. However, it is synonymous with a term that is part of the controlled vocabulary. 

Clicking on ‘Freshwater ecosystems’  will reveal the entry that will match, which is ‘Aquatic ecosystems’.  In addition, you may see Broader terms or Narrower terms. Selecting the Broader term Ecosystems returns a new list of Broader and Narrower terms.

The notes icon provides additional explanation. Clicking the notes icon next to Ecosystems opens a screen that may provide a definition and examples of how to use the term, a list of related terms, or both. From here, or at any time in the search process, you may check a selection box to add a term to your search.
Notes Icon (Slide Layer)
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Notes for Ecosystems (Slide Layer)
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1.7 ProQuest Thesaurus
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Notes:

If you have collected a number of terms during your search, you may wish to review the terms you have selected.  To do so, click the view link in the lower left portion of the screen.  Your selected terms will be shown, and you may Clear all items or selected items as needed.

Once you have the subject terms you desire, you may choose the options on the bottom right of the page to add them to your search using Boolean operators OR, AND, or NOT, then Add to search.

The resulting Advanced Search field will look like this.
Advanced Search Syntax (Slide Layer)
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1.8 Discipline-Specific Thesauri
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Notes:

Discipline-specific thesauri may be available depending upon the collections licensed by your institution.  These thesauri are usually rich in detailed subject terminology associated with their discipline.  Depending upon the searched subject term, they may contain from two to ten times as many subject entries as will the ProQuest Thesaurus.  

The ProQuest Thesaurus, however, will always provide a balanced selection of subjects across the full spectrum of disciplines.  Thus these thesauri may complement each other in searching.  

Because each thesaurus has unique indexing, available thesaurus features may vary from one thesaurus to another.  The MeSH Thesaurus from the National Library of Medicine is a good example of a thesaurus providing multiple advanced features. The next example will demonstrate some of these advanced features. 
1.9 Discipline-Specific Thesauri: MeSH
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Notes:

Entering the term ”Asthma”, clicking Find, and then selecting the subject Asthma from the results, displays a Hierarchical view of where Asthma is found from the Root of MeSH Thesaurus.  This clearly displays which broader subject hierarchies are connected to the subject term Asthma.  

Likewise, if you click the arrow next to Asthma you will be provided a listing of all narrower subjects that are hierarchically connected to the subject.  

The Relational view, illustrated earlier in the ProQuest Thesaurus, will show specifically the next Broader or Narrower level above and below in the hierarchy, for each branch connected to Asthma.
Displaying Narrower Subjects (Slide Layer)
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Relational View (Slide Layer)
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1.10 Discipline-Specific Thesauri: MeSH
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Notes:

The qualifiers link will provide subheadings that will allow even more specificity when associated with the main term.  Each qualifier may be selected along with searched thesaurus terms, and clicking the chevron icon will expand a description and typical application of the qualifier.

On the right of the list of terms are the options Explode and Major.  Selecting the Explode option allows searching not only for the subject Asthma, but also its narrower terms, and thus will return broader results.  The Explode option will only be available on selected databases with their own dedicated discipline-specific thesaurus.  The Major option allows narrowing a subject term to only retrieve items for which the subject term has been designated as a major topic, and thus will be narrower than searching the subject term alone.

Explode and Major options (Slide Layer)
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1.11 Test Your Knowledge
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Notes:

Test Your Knowledge!  

Click the arrow next to your selection, then submit to check your answer.

What is the color of the black dog?

Incorrect.  The correct answer is the black dog is black.  Press continue to move on.

That’s correct.  Congratulations!  Press Continue to move ahead.

1.12 Summary
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Notes:

This session has covered the following learning objectives:

Use Thesaurus options to locate relevant search terms

Apply terms from the ProQuest Thesaurus to a search

Evaluate and use the discipline-specific thesauri available in select ProQuest database collections.
1.13 Thank you!
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Notes:

This concludes this session.  Thank you for joining! To learn more, please click on the Resources link, as illustrated, in the upper right corner of this session player, or visit our [Product Name] LibGuide Product page by clicking the LibGuide link at the bottom of this screen. 
1.14 Copyright
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Notes:
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