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1.1 Introduction
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1.2 MEDLINE: Using MeSH Subjects and Thesaurus 
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Notes:

Welcome to this session on MEDLINE: Using MeSH Subjects and Thesaurus. 

To begin this session, click on the START COURSE button. 
1.3 Objectives
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Notes:

The learning objectives for this session are:

·
Discover and use the Scope Notes of a preferred term;

·
Apply the qualifiers for a disease or a drug; and

·
Execute thesaurus searches with advanced search commands.
1.4 What is MeSH?
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Notes:

MEDLINE® is a bibliographic database of life sciences and biomedical information produced by the U.S. National Library of Medicine (NLM). 

A distinctive feature of MEDLINE is that documents are indexed with NLM Medical Subject Headings, or MeSH®. MeSH is a comprehensive controlled vocabulary for the purpose of indexing journal articles and books in the life sciences and biomedicine. The MeSH thesaurus can be consulted and used to facilitate searching in MEDLINE and most other databases in the Health Research Premium Collection. The Visual Thesaurus feature will be explored in detail in this session.
1.5 Yearly Updates
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Notes:

The NLM makes changes every year to the MeSH thesaurus to reflect changing medical terminology. New terms are added, some are changed, and old terms are deleted. Every December the NLM provides a complete reload of MEDLINE to incorporate these MeSH changes. 

The Visual Thesaurus will clearly state the version of the MESH ProQuest is using.
1.6 Synonyms for Comprehensive Search
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Notes:

The greater part of MEDLINE comprises fully indexed documents. There also are several types of ‘in process’ documents, including those known as ‘Publisher’ documents, which are early-release, electronic versions posted to the web before full bibliographic information is known. These documents are not provided any type of descriptor when first loaded in the database, so would not be retrieved by a search using only thesaurus terms, and can be only retrieved with a free text search.  

Thus, a search for a biomedical term, be it a disease or a drug, needs to include as many synonyms as possible to be comprehensive.
1.7 Scope Notes
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Notes:

The MEDLINE Thesaurus includes more than 27,000 controlled terms, plus over 500,000 entry terms. Entry terms are synonyms of controlled terms and can be searched in the Visual Thesaurus, pointing to the corresponding preferred or controlled term. Note that searching paracetamol and clicking the hyperlink takes you to the preferred term acetaminophen.

Scope notes for the controlled term list synonyms which can be used to build a comprehensive free text search covering fully indexed and in-process records where desired.

Scope Notes Preferred Terms (Slide Layer)
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Scope Notes Synonyms (Slide Layer)
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1.8 Subheadings or Qualifiers
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Notes:

Another powerful feature of the MeSH thesaurus is Qualifiers, or Subheadings. Qualifiers are used in conjunction with descriptors and afford a convenient means of grouping together citations concerned with a particular aspect of a subject. MESH contains 78 qualifiers roughly divided between terms relevant for diseases and those relevant for drugs. Clicking the funnel symbol next to a descriptor in the Visual Thesaurus will display the qualifiers relevant for the type of descriptor, either drug or disease. 

In this example, complications as is selected as the Qualifier for Asthma. See how a search with qualifiers translates in Advanced Search. 

Compare the results with the simple search of the thesaurus term without the qualifier.

Note how the term is indexed with the associated qualifier. The search will retrieve only the documents where the qualifier is right next to the relevant term.
Subheadings or Qualifiers Disease (Slide Layer)
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Narrower Results (Slide Layer)
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1.9 Explode and Major
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Notes:

MeSH includes two levels of hierarchy.

The first is topical, where some terms are broader topics, and have narrower terms below them. To include all narrower terms, Explode the term at the top of the hierarchy.

And the second is the importance of the subject within a document. Terms that are the real focus of the document are indexed as Major. Explode and Major may be used together or separately, depending on the specific needs of the search.

Notice the strategy with Explode and Major and how the terms are indexed in the document.

Qualifiers can also be used with Explode and/or Major. See how the search translates and reduces the number of results.  And take a look at how the terms are indexed in the document.
Explode and Major Syntax (Slide Layer)
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Explode, Major and Qualifier (Slide Layer)
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1.10 Use MeSH with Advanced Search Terms
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Notes:

Finally, advanced searchers can use our powerful Command Line search to search the MeSH terms, in combination with other terms and fields.
1.11 Test Your Knowledge

 (Pick One, 10 points, unlimited attempts permitted)
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Notes:

Test Your Knowledge!  

Click the arrow next to your selection, then submit to check your answer.

Which is a beneficial feature of MeSH?

The correct answer is all of the above.  Press continue to move on.

1.12 Summary
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Notes:

This session has covered the following learning objectives:

·
Discover and use the Scope Notes of a preferred term

·
Apply the qualifiers for a disease or a drug

·
Execute thesaurus searches with advanced search commands
1.13 Thank you!
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Notes:

This concludes this session.  Thank you for joining! To learn more, please click on the Resources link, as illustrated, in the upper right corner of this session player, or visit our LibGuide by clicking the LibGuide link at the bottom of this screen. 
1.14 Copyright
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Notes:
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